
    

      

September 1, 2019 
Dear Friends and Fellow Business Owners, 

 The Sea Shell is currently planning its 23rd Annual Striped Bass Fishing 
Derby. The dates are October 25-27, 2019. Last year’s event was a huge success, even 
though the fishing was light. We registered 86 boats and 309 anglers. Most importantly, 
we raised over $28,000 for Coastal Volunteers in Medicine. 

Our goals for this event are to provide yet another reason for people to frequent 
our island during the fall season; to provide a venue for boat fishermen; and most 
importantly, to provide funds for worthwhile local nonprofit organizations and 
noteworthy community projects. To date, our Derby has generated nearly $400,000.00 
for local nonprofits. This year's derby will benefit: 

The Beach Haven Charter Boat Fishing Association’s  
Junior Mates Program 

Rebuilding Long Beach Island’s Artificial Reefs 

This is a grassroots project, steeped in the tradition of charter boat and 
recreational fishing in and around Long Beach Island. Started in 1984, The New Jersey 
Artificial Reef program includes a series of 15 sites where rock and dense manmade 
material is placed on the ocean floor to create a habitat for fish. These reefs become 
home for all types of small bait fish, who in turn attract larger predatory fish. These fish 
become the quarry for our fishermen. The reefs also attract a plethora of other organisms 
who attach themselves to the reef, creating a diverse and healthy aquatic ecosystem. 
This reef system provides an incredible boost to our local economy.  

Unfortunately, artificial reefs do not last forever; eventually they sink into the 
sand. As anyone who has ever stood in the sand at the water’s edge knows, eventually 
your feet sink and get covered. The same thing happens to the artificial reefs. Because 
of this, the artificial reefs need to be constantly reinforced by adding additional reef 
building material. This material consists of old trains, tanks, concrete, sunken boats, 
bridge pieces, and other materials. The problem is that while many of the artificial reefs 
in New Jersey have continued to have additional material placed on them, the two reefs 
around southern Long Beach Island have had no new material placed in more than 14 
years. If something is not done soon, these reefs will simply disappear under the sand. 
A dedicated group of local charter boat captains and local fishing enthusiasts, along 
with other environmentally conscious individuals, have taken on this project. 

The short-term goal is to acquire two tugboats, currently located in New York 
Harbor. They would be stripped of all toxic and non–environmentally friendly 
components. These boats would then be transported to Long Beach Island and sunk off 



of Beach Haven or Holgate. These are the sites of the Garden State South and Little Egg 
artificial reefs. The cost of this endeavor is $100,000.00. It would be a tremendous start 
to their efforts to rebuild the reefs of Long Beach Island. It is our hope that together, as a 
business community, we can show this wonderful organization just how much we 
appreciate their efforts. 

We thank those of you who supported last year’s event. We appreciate your belief 
in the benefit of our hosting such an event in this area. We further hope that you will be 
generous and continue your support for this fun and worthwhile fishing tournament. 
Remember, every single dollar donated goes directly to our charitable 
organizations. The Derby itself is self-sufficient and pays for itself through the 
fishermen’s registration fees. With your help, it is our hope to reach our goal of raising 
fifty thousand dollars. We have never been able to raise this much, and I am hopeful 
that the business community will rally behind this great cause. I also hope those who 
have not been involved in the past will join in our charitable efforts this year, by 
supporting this worthy cause. 

 This event will cover the entire weekend, and has generated much interest in our 
island and in the sponsoring businesses. We will be stopping by interested businesses 
with a poster for you to display in your window. Please send your donation, with the 
sponsor form, to my attention at the Sea Shell Resort & Beach Club. Please get involved 
and be generous. Because this is an incredibly important initiative, I am asking you 
all who have generously donated each and every year to consider doubling your 
donation.  

Thank you for your consideration, 

Tom Hughes, Derby Coordinator 
Harvey Kelsall, Bob Smith, Rich Conaway, Rich Ferguson, David Cowles, Derby 
Committee 



SEA SHELL RESORT AND BEACH CLUB’S 

23rd ANNUAL 
STRIPED BASS DERBY 

OCT. 25th, 26th and 27th 2019     

SPONSOR'S FORM 

SPONSOR NAME:_____________________________ 

ADDRESS:___________________________ 

PHONE:__________________________  EMAIL:________________________ 

CONTACT:_________________________ 

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL:_____________ 

TITANIUM: $2500.00 
PLATINUM: $1000.00 
GOLD: $500.00 
SILVER: $250.00   
BOOSTER: $100.00 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: SEA SHELL STRIPED BASS DERBY 
If you are not sending a monetary donation, please describe your donated item 
below (e.g., dinner, gift cert., etc). 

DONATED ITEM: _________________________ 

This tournament is a charitable event that benefits worthy local charitable 
organizations. All cash sponsors will have a banner displayed during all 
tournament events. Cash sponsors may also supply us with literature, party 
favors etc. to be included in the event bag that will be given to all participants.   

Remember this is for a worthy cause. Please be generous. This year’s charitable 
recipient is; 

The Beach Haven Charter Boat Fishing Association’s  
Junior Mates Program 

Rebuilding Long Beach Islands Artificial Reefs 


